	Time to live
	Top

	field in the IP header specifying how long, in seconds, a packet is allowed to survive in the Internet before being discarded by a router or a host. The maximum value is 255 seconds, and the current default value is 32.
	 

	 
	


	Network Control Protocol (or Program) (NCP)
	Top

	protocol used to transfer messages on the ARPANET, which was replaced by TCP/IP for the Internet.
	


	Search engine
	Top

	a program that searches the Web in response to queries from users. There are two types: web directories like Yahoo! that use a subject approach; and indexing systems like AltaVista that use a keyword approach.
	 

	 
	


	Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP)
	Top

	protocol for sending and receiving electronic mail.
	 

	 
	


	Systems thinking
	Top

	a way of looking at the world and the things in it that concentrates on wholes rather than on parts. See also Reductionist thinking.
	 

	 
	


	Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP)
	Top

	the core protocols controlling communication on the Internet, including many protocols in addition to TCP and IP.
	


	Protocol
	Top

	a set of rules that form a standard method of doing something. In networking, a set of rules that determine how two or more computers interact and communicate. Internet protocols include TCP/IP, FTP, HTTP, TELNET.
	


	Intranet
	Top

	internal internet service used by companies to provide information across an organization. Intranets are websites that can only be accessed within a company through an internal network or LAN. They are protected from the outside world by a combination of hardware and software security.
	 

	 
	


	Gateway
	Top

	computer that sits between two other computers or networks, enabling messages to flow between them. Now known more commonly as a router.
	 

	 
	


	Extranet
	Top

	a secure website that links selected companies, key partners or clients to share information and knowledge. 
	


	Cryptography
	Top

	the science of encoding data for security.
	 

	 
	


